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Personal data 
Born in Drammen, Norway, 12 June 1948. Married, two children. 
 
Academic degrees 
Cand. oecon. (M.Phil.) (University of Oslo),  Dr. oecon. (Norwegian School of Economics 
and Business Administration) 
 
Positions and affiliations 
Professor of Economics, University of Oslo, former Head of Department 1999-2002 
Research Fellow, ESOP Centre of Excellence funded by the Research Council of Norway 
CESifo Research Fellow 
 
Honours  
The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, elected member  
The Royal Norwegian Society of Sciences and Letters, elected member  
The David Davidson prize for best article in the Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 1989 
Best Paper Award at the 53rd Congress of the International Institute of Public Finance, Kyoto 
1997 (with Sören Blomquist) 
 
Editorial activities and refereeing 
Guest Editor of the special conference issue of International Tax and Public Finance 2006-07 
Journal of Public Economics, associate editor, 2003- 
International Tax and Public Finance, associate editor, 1999-2004 
European Economic Review, associate editor, 1987-89 
Economic Policy Panel 1996-98 
Served as referee for American Economic Review, Economic Policy, European Economic 
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Government service  
Norway: Advisory group to the Ministry of Finance on cost-benefit analysis, 1975-76, 
Government committee on energy legislation, 1980-85, Advisory group to the government 
committee on taxation of capital and firms, 1988-89, Expert committee on differentiating 
VAT rates, 1992-93 (chair), Green Tax Commission, 1994-96. Sweden: Adviser to the 
Swedish Ministry of Finance on VAT differentiation 2010. 
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